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By LT. COL. NOLAN C. RHODES

Operation DUKE

TliE ~3ith Engineer Group. Combat, and two of
its battalion units-the 19th Engineer Battalion,
COlllbat. allll the S-lth Enginrer Battalion. Can.

iilruction-\\'ere in the vicinity of Qui :-.than, approxi·
mately 50 rom! miles south of the Song Lai Giang.
'·ietnam, in .\u;;ust ID66. when they w('re assigned
to pro\'ide ('ollibat engineer support for the 1st Cav
alry Division I Air-mobile) in clearing the enemy
ffom Phu Cat to the sea and north tu BOll.!! ::'::on in the
Binh Dinh Province. (See Figure 1.) Following' lhis
mission. it WllS planned to mo\'e til£' bulk of the Air·
lIl"bile Division north of the Song Lai Giang to con
duct oper,ltions ill the .-\n Lao '·alley and the Bong
S,m Plain. This move would require all airfield north
of the river to halldle .';ll!'+ilined C·130 traffic. The
93ith Group Wll'i ordered 10 select a site :lDd build the
required airfield.

t~l."1. it was controlle.<! by the ,"iel C?Ilg' and the North
\ lI'tU:lIlH'S,' .\rlllY. Ill.: road was In poor conditioll.
with nUlilerOliS cuts. washouts. fords. blown bridget
allli :l. few bridges of low classificatioll still intact
With all acleqllaTC sceurit," force anti ury weather the
route could be lleg-oliated with light \·chicles.

At Bong SOli, tIle Song- Lai meandered over a wide
(Jat \'<llIe)". The river bed consisted of sand. mud lenses'
and fine gravl!l, which in the dry seasou and at lo~
tide was largely c:Iposcd. At high tide it was mUll.
dnlrd with from IS inches to -l feet of water. The main
strealll of the river varied from approximately ISO
feet wide at low tide to about 1.600 feet at high tide
with the main channel about 8 feet deep. The Ronte i
h.ig1mar, bridge crossing the ri\'er was a multiple-span,
sIngle Elitel truss. 1.600 feet Iong-. Se....ernl of the spana
had been damaged and the rnuimum capacity was 12
tons. A few hundred met('r~ to the enst all undamaged
r:lilroaJ brid:,re iipanned the ri\·er. Both bridges led
dir~o.:tly into the tow II of Doug :3011 on the north bank.
of the river,

:\ear the village of De Due, nbout 4: miles north of
DOll:! Son. a r('giment of the :2:2nd Di\·ision. Army of
\"ietDalll (AR\"X), \\':1S camped in a semifonified
position. This cantonment was ser\'ed by a laterite
landing strip l.iOO (>('t Iong-. The 8th Engineer Bat
t<lliun of the 1st Cavalry Di\'ision (.\ir·mobile) had
cOllSlructed this strip during a sweep of the .-\0 Lao
'"alley aDd had named it "En!!li~h" ilfTer a soldier
killed in that operation, .\llother airstrip. some 1,500

THE SITUATION feet long, sen'cd a Special Forees camp just \..-est of
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... rlh.....,·i..; Id tao. ""'Iuinod, d ,t .-u ."'0""
WI he;>.'.,. ••rlh i... ,,,,.1 nuc:.ion t'quip......1
.oul" boo ~ed. •

Thc p~... ..-u how I" ;""t ,h. conslruclieD '!quip.
_'11' 10 llw si'e. It ~P"".""" poo.o;iblc '" ;t't il up
II.""" 110 Ihe ci r. bu, "l'OSSin:;: "'as .nollter ....u ....
.\ ..... '"iled reeoll ~'IC'. s"o ed DO SUil.ble c::rcss
points "" the br ahoN:.•nd 10 'lS'r1l<;1 ,h.", 1d
...... I"i .... :<HOl' th ;:I, I......~· <'<'rr" ("".'" or u.....
ill ,h.. to..·... Th id.! ahallo..- 'nl.....nd sand 10 boo
.,............. m.d.. Iloat brid:;:in; on lh.. ri ...r i",pr:acti.
ublc. .nd lh., n,ai.. chan 1 "·M 100 d<1'p '0 fMd. Be·
u"M of ,h.. ri,-... "bs'a"' ,"bined i'h 110.. rrob.
I.." .. of o,·... land n,,,'·.,,, ..nl. Ihis .l'pr .,10 ..-as ."ban.
"on..d in b,·or of a mo,·..n,.."r "I' II. s, b~ w ••

In Ih.. previoWl C.""lry Division operlltio". "bo,·..
,he ri,·..... IOIU,liul .upporl h." tao...n broulI"h, in by
...." to .. poillt 00 Ih.. ~"..h SO"," 8 "'il.... nnnh of 0.,
Ouc. I.. lhat :aclion .. nu "~· and .. brid... h"d be<!n
buill " ......... a lid;>.l inl.. , '0 ".·h .he I>.-...h dun....nd
lhe Ma. Th.. dlln" I,"d be<tll panl~· t1..II..ned ""'d eo"t.
~ wilh 1.1... ite to fo.m a slabiliU<l h.ndlin; .......
When Ihe oJM'''.o.1ion ..nd",•• b.. b,.;d~ ....d "0 pulled
.....1 lind Ih.. si ... ab<ludoaed. Th.. \';"t (""n:" .nd :-O"nh
,-..t "' -\nn:" quielll~· .....·."<I"bl..t....t lh..",..,.I .."
i" th r ..

•\torial iq,a.ft('t of the~ sho.-ed t~
of 'M I.. ' i' al' ..nd par' 01 tl......use..a~ .........iII·
i.. ",. W ..ath..r an.llMbI xt;"n had badl~· ..coded both.
Inland. ..bou. ami'" f tM tao....,h on tM """,.. 10
,h.. ,·ilI.1lC of Tam Qua nd Rou... 1. .. GO-foo' bridp
.PJ..... nod to boo intul. It s d..,ideod 'n usc Ihis lame
S"" '0 bri,,:;: in th.. en;i r <'quipn,..nt..

'U,........T'ONS

Th.. 9371h Group lIn,eel ,h.. o....u';"n D.....L
Th.. 19th £ .."ill..... f1.tt.lion ..-u .....si"n.d '0 bnd

'''''' .,o",p.ni" 011 lht be h...onslruet • brid~ ..,rosa
,h. lid.l inlet .....p.ir lh aUW....y .•lId du. the r...d
from ,h.. be.~h to T"m Qu~n and th.. 11 soulh '0 010
Duc for th.. ~Il"" of a ..onstruction ..ompany ;>.nd
iu h.... ...,. ..quipm..nt.'

Th.. 8-hh Enii:;IIHr D;>." .. lion. C.." ..rucl;on.' ......
nrd.....d In pro,·id.. 'ht ......s'r...... ;."n ....mpan~· ...d "l'
'tnd .h.. bndinii: atrip .t £ .."lish to ~.OOO fHI.

•'rr.n:",mt.. ls ...... m..dt for a .....,urity ....olinl;ftlt
fro... Ih.. ~nd AR'-': Oi ........n ., Bonr Son &lid for
"'" lnosporl.tion ~od supportiol;C :-Oa..al poll.....

'''hen th........s...... 'ion .......~ ..~ hed 0., D1I<;.
pit".... t or tb.. opo-u'ioo _uld boo mpl..t •• Tht 19th
&n"I;"" ""''''''"'S ..e .... to ....1<.. th..i, ..a)'" o"••land
....ck 10 Qui "'".", .od t ARV1o> ...... 10 H'Cu.... tht
......th .nd brid" .... unl;ll s' .....lion """'PI1ny had
~m"I"I"" ilS ..ork and ..-as r~ad.,· '0 boo unic.. led.
Th.. u."".,tion _uld bt "ha... 1I.

Th. :-Os.,· "1"H'd '0 pro..ide transponalio.. bul be·
.."uw of h~a'T :-O...al ....m"'i''''.nl~ I.... tn'" of ,hip
..hirlL ~o"ltl tao. ·luSl'd ..ould "0' tao. IIno ttlllil a
r~..- h"un bero it "'1111 a'·ailabl.-. This m ' 'hat th ..
,"",... ",i"h' be m"lt.. in " ~.I00-.nn LST. ;>. I.SSG·'on
131'. or in .. lar.,.H ~ltil' of II,,' 1.50 In'" Thto """fir.
lhips ,,"ould tao. r.. l..a ...<1 .... 1,.. "ppr""tiM.. lin,,· and
"'nuld r ..nd..~",,~ ..ith ,h. fo...... "1 ,h.. bndi.. ", .il._

Th...\Il\C\ Di,·i.ion .;tted to J"·o'·id~,, b"t, .. lio"

"',.."rlly r~ but s,"'..... ,1I"t th.. forn- Id Ino"e
I.. 'M La ..dioC silt only ont tim " d ,.........io,Iw,..._....til Ute ..nd of pl!tio: II. }o'or qr;I~- .....-..
'M ''''na._ ..-fu,", "II bOlt ".rial '<'CI"........1lCC
of '1l4' r-o;io.. u",,1 1M I..nd",w .ook pl.c...

\\·orlliD~ from" Ili"h. o'·.r ihe a"t ."d f...,.. lal
photo;"r3phs. lJIe 19th En~i"....n eo".I .1 ale
",<>okl of .h. La""'"1: arn. II apJl'C'''.-..d th, he brid;,.
""us{ru.. 'ion au....·.... Id be ;" a ..~",h· a,,·of and ..-ould
tao. ....nstric,tlI by freft a"t.l ym;>.~ ·hu.s. Th.. l..lIwth
of d,.. bridp oeedl'd "."-11 j"d...... '0 .... ~_'I) fte'· A
lliile)· b.id~ span of 'his 1.1I1tb ,,·oul.l ""lui~ a
doubl.. doubl.. truss '0 can-~- 'h.. "nl;"ip,Il ...1 h~d...

III pr.p..a'io.. for th.. pro,ict:t.•h. ;;og,b .lId Co,...
pa..}· A ..ondllc,tlI i.lll.nsi .... B.il..,· bridl'. train'''l'.
Th..~· wotked io both dayti;bt "",.I d....l.:nKS aDd iD
ILca'·}· salld. COmpaay A otyllliud apte,,,1 durio,
,eams for m;n....nd boob~· napa. Loadinl plans .......
wadt tOt. sh,p ot h of Ih.. three sius ..hieh ntilh~
be u.se<l. Tr""k .Irin u. 'rai,,"" ;n b...";e. -'0.
trail..... SO lhat Ioadinl' ..-ould Dot be d ..I.~·td. The
.:iOOTh ob,ai ..tlI th.. htid..,,,/I' ""'Iui...d ~ ..d detailed
.....dio~ Iilu ....n pr.parf'd. Th.. b,id.i ..~ "u lta..ked
b.'· kt.ds. .od _II;>.M ....h;.,l.." .... r.....tu ......1 '0 lh..ir
p....Dl:~1: cub.. • .-aitiD~ orders to mo"e.

Dou-i"C th. JM'tiod. the ~Ih £"rillee. RIo ..;>.liIlo
.. ,,!"" h...t"~· ."""red ill pt..pa t;".. f"r ilS ........
51 I>01l ,.sli: ...d lor the sea .0 me.. l. ("onu,--.
• Ulp_..' ..u put ilIlo ,he best P'O"lbi.. SUt..
·,f t"I'II,r .nd au .d"'l>« Jl'In,· "·u do..-... '0 De DtIC
to ....IIt ..." .•~, d othe: p':"po.rllioos SO tbat the
.......~'r...,tio .. fo~ uld bO'I-i........11 ;n"lfedu,l.l~· lIpon
an-,... I. ThUi prepared. the ~,h .lao .... "ed.

'H,l.SE ,

.'\(1... w'·.. t.l d~~, passed ."d 1I0 lI.hip 1,.. <1 .........m..
"'·.,I~bl..: ano,h... .-...ono.ia.>.D.... lIilht ..-a. ,,,,,d. o'·..r
.h. b ..d<Dl' ..ta '0 '·...ll.. the ..ondition. Two '·.ry
ai""ifie"nt ~h.n"... h.d "".urrod. In.,, ~rl'a..", .
.ion 10 th.. utlier lIi .. I> ... Ih.. '-i.t Con" h~tl hln "
,h. 6O.foot brid~ Ufar T~m Qu~n. d.siro.,·in:: mOSt
of lh...bn'm..,,'S" ...Il .Allh.. uuse..;>.)'. h,;h lid"".
'Hull;lI; hOItl a'orms ," lh.. Soulh Ch,... Se•. h.d
~·uhed Out ..... 'h..r . .....,tioD. of lhe road. Thu, ......lIy
,.........aM<! the fI,q"..... ....,..t f"r br,di',n: .\ '(l..foo.
doubl.. sinll"le B"il.y sp.......ould be .....u,N'd for th..
bl....... I.P .....d a :»fOOl double doubl.- trUSS .-itb
all ,,,, edu,t .. pa....1 piet ...ould tao. n .....l~ to ....p.i ..
'M r ..use y. Ship spaoH 11_ b-~",••n'ieal. ""'d.
10 ........mlllOda... lh...dditia 1 brid",in ... III dill,.
plans h..d '0 be .h..nced. s.. 1 pan..1 an.l 'u........
10:"1,, t .. shih.... ftom du",1' t .....tu ""'0" /loa•.
brid.,.. , Ila ~ ..d • nu",b. r 'M 't>&, ............ny
dum" 'r ks had '0 be ..Ii"',"a' f ....m .10.. pl..n ~,,,,,...
toIllillutd ...ullin; of the C;>'llH".y "h .,,11 r..
bri.1",inr Rq.. ; .......... 's.....nld ;..01 1,7.>•• h ho\<e
"I""nlion. lh.. bndi,,: .. rca ..-..s ..-;>..,·11 1 .. "h n,null' .
in: eooccrfl.

.\t ~boUI n n" s.."......brr 1:1 ,I", l·S;::: (0,,"'10"
BtllI. " Land :;: Ship o...k .1.801 ......nd ro .up·
I",rt the ..."ion. Th mbarh'''''' 01'1'••,,·. ,,,-u. ~ohor..
'0 .....ordill~•• ,h. I di .. /:". ~"J COmp.,,~' .\ and ,h..
.'i09'lt C.........'n~· bo':""" IMd;"" T"~"~"""''''. Four
Landin; C.~ft l·tili.y ILCu·ol .....~ ~n ..":"~.1 10
shu.. l. [... Ill ,h. Q"i Nho" port I~ndinl' .~"',.. 10 the
G.,uton Uoil/. Loat.lill; b4':"" a, ~ p..... "".1 ":......m·
plct.d b~· ~ ".IIl-. ,h.. "cSt "",t..i.. ; .•'lIh..u"I> ,h.. ttn·
barb';o" ...as slowed by rou.,.h "~'.r ....I""" in'o th ..

'"



 

 3

""11 ,1..,1; ,.r ,10.· L"11 ~,,,I ,,"~ .-'·10" .I"nll' .c,,,,I; "'u
.1 ....pJ)<"tl "" '1...· ~'"'..~ ~. " ....~. lir,~d t ..."" II", ,,"~1l
.I.~·I; ,., th~ ",:"u ,1.....10:. ,Io~ (illuIO~ Jhll "lOy~ 0'"
, .. ..,~ ~ho.. l.'· d,u 1<... ,1"" "·a~ """,,,Ie' .....

nil ,11.. """'~ ..,orn",:! th~ .\11\':-': TII.•k ~'"...~ n,,,,·~tl

..", ur Ll,· DII~ ~ntl re~ch~ lht 1:1ntl,,,,, .it .. ,1.\ "1'I'ro,.
"'''''''1.• !l " ..., .. I,,,,,,,; "'~t 0"1~' ••".".tl", ....i.U".,.,
,'11 rouu. Du , ,1", n'lIlll th~ (.·.,.~I•• ~ /1../1 h"d
...·..oIrnou"ld itb. tlHtl'O~'n."d" 1_-;111: ,I...udill~
"I,i •• lle..li"", Roektt, "nil "lItbt.... ",,'" "~n "and.
"'" <>tl" '"t beach .. htu the I«u.it~· fON'" ;Ir.h~.•ll
.11''''1.'1, ,he ..'t"tlttr ", Iht "'t "'as \.~ u pnpon·
' ...... fo. L~nd,,,; ..·tn bt;un. .to....... br,l>er ou, 1<1
lb.· ~utl, CI,iD& 1M" "'tN! ".usilll • h,.,.11 ....d. Tllis
a",l.h. b!ao:h "Dd. ..In..h .... fIIr I su"'" I""n had
.....·0 ,..II"'i""t..l.....<It booiinc n I.. dl!llo:ult.
~""n for dtltrlllio..l .Dd "'tlf-aqu,pptd' tOr'..........
l:nlk\o>urs ..trt put IIShON! ilrs,. f"w"'....1 by dump
......·k.. H;coh .......~ ..~,""",I l'D1U1'",...I~· ""~r ~ ...I
..uck•••,,11,.. ., d't., JUSt ,.. froDI of ,Itt la..lli..1' ~rafl
aud I t,,,,,,, "a.tr adJ"d to the .I....dy ....ry' lI.... ry
br,d,.." dL Tht .ruc:b Nuld not ""TO"a,t tbt deep
..... lId ",,<l b"d '0 be to..·..1 .....ht bulldours '0 .ht
looVrllt4.ab,11U'<i arta. s,.."t..al ~~.Ioa ,·..h.d"" ..tN!
..".lly ino"d.t..l aDd tht tn,ltrs ftoodtd. ttSUlt'''r
'" .hot~ of ......Illber of r.d-. thus rtduc,or ""TO·
mu,,;",.. ic)ns t"rou;loout plus<: I.

)106' of tht troops .. tN! b~i"h, uho... '0 the' &fttr·
."",,,..\I.I>ou~ ..... L..·l-~ l'Dul<l ~, fa,~ly na.r shOrt.
IItt ",.n ..trt h"',",I~' pow>dtd by the .ur! as thty
fou~. IItt;r ...~,. 10.'.1'd Iht belleh ,,"he'.. ua ....di..!:"
...". nl"'pk,..I. tI,t C ••.,•• Boll tttur....1 10 Qui
:"110" .0 pirlt up tht nlllSlruc:t>oo nlmplloy.

Tht .roops ubort lIIO....1 qu",ltly '0 IOU! ..lth the
_\R\-X sold...rs l.D a ddt...."t pen..... '''' a ..d (0 thti~
pnpl.nll<'d ,ub. II .-as foa..d i.mlDe'diattly ,h.t .ht.t
....s iusW!lll'..... ' ..otU:IIIC'ioo att. for Iht brid(t.. S.alld
h"d driff..l ,..to a dW1t ~I_t 30 fftt hiCh. ...,Ihio
lilI f....t of Iht ""_..a,, n,L " ..d .....uld h.... '0 be
<loud as,dt_ :-':0 lIDO..tr· hIId tht ""on btru.. tha .. il
....s di",o,·",..d thaI tht local ,0h.bllaolS had IIS<td
•"i~ u ... for bury-tDC .Itt.. dt.d. s.........1 iot......Ull.
hall btf.n madt a. rtn'oll~' III 30 d.ys befort tht Iaad_
;,,~, :S'Dtt ~illeaflOIl ttt;,'" .."h r"ptet for Ihe
f.... linp of tht \· ....n" ...t'St PtOple. an 01'd",1.. dis
"""lmtl1. "'as sou;-ht. _\m"'''lo ""lditrs ..'orktd ...,th
til" .\R\""X 10 liad ,ht b ili" ~o""tro..l. "od tht,.
......... hto pa,d to ..."'0 thtit dtctllwd TDtmb.rs.
Th" ~".in...." "-fIt ~"no~'"d b~' this d.l"y but "'0.-...:1

T, ..,......,....... , .... '" So.." .....

'"

......... ....... TNd-o '" .....n o..l •• uo. ~_ H"

.b....d ";th ..bat they eould do. Fif.....n·lUll assalllt
boau "eN! tIWd to f..rry pana" QU' to tht P"'I Ii...
and pitr C'OltSU""I_ ...u beyun. C.bl" ....." SlIUr
f..r "nfl_... ' .... bonno~ ""d 11·4 Milt ...trt aU-'1ehtd for
::!oatL ~ layout .......s ..t ..t to tht tar .noc-.. ...d
.-.:>rk.ed back .o..ud .ht eo...uuct\o.. Ii,.....,th ~ribbiDI'

alld rolltrs. Bridrt tqllipa;-.. ..as S1arked for qa;"k
,..."....... DtfflUl\ll Iorl.ions ..trt dill' , 1 '" boorbtd•
...,... ptrlmt,,,, roel'. B,. U1t afl _ of 'Sap-
......btr 16_ tilt ;- rs ...trt .11 0....1 and \Io%Utr ~
optll up tht ""nslrllCtiorl.N!a btr .a. npidl,. as tlle
sand ....s push..l uldt.•u b..d~ bl,. prOCh_d.

Tht tOftll,. haruwod Ihe .\R\""X peri"'tt.....ith spo.
....d ... ~ a"d Gee",s"'",,1 p .....i..r lou, did IIOt "'0'"
","h fortt. T ........ DO .he Wo<oDd oi.bt asbon. tilt
.\.....rir... dd..nws ..tN! probed. Thl' to,.i......rs ..tN!
inbib,t"" fro... Ii..,.&, i""_"seh as tht AR\-X ballalion
..... 'upptl"&'d .0 be ....""i"r • Ptrimtltr ....tsidt tlla
"on ~ ......

0.. $rpumber hi. CODIp;lIny B of tilt 84.h B.'1III;o.,
.,h" """"ruclion """,p.oy) btra.. its 1ll0"t asho"
"".I ,lot """''''''1 lroops pushtd Ihrool'hou, tht .. il'bt
'u ilnlsh .Ila brid;'t. Tilt follo..inC .....rnial" ",ille_
"l ri"; ...~,.lS lId....nttd U,,- ."" brid~ and i>t=a..
s pill; .ht rou'" 10 tht MCOJ:ld "ollstr",,'ion .itt.
Tnt 309th E".;n " trtc•..1 tht ~o.foot b..d~.. tht"
in I""" .hao 110 hours.•Ild by udy "f'tt"""n. U1t
S m;les of rQ;Id to De Doe had lotto ~Inrtd EI....ttt
on;""" a ..d ..i;h' boob,. ""PS hlld betn d,,,,,,,,'·.. r"" lind
bilI...o ~Ion; ,h.. "",,y. Th.. ""oSlruc.ion """I" (0110....1
a< th .. road "'as optDtd a..d by tnid:lf,un""n ...aoeh.d
.Itt air5tld """.trll(lioll sitt By n;.hlf.,11 "II "oops
I....", ,h~ l!'th R~"",lion h",.l n,o"td '0 ,., .. ""'llh !>;.ok
..! ,h.. Son; Lai Ciac; ,,-i,h thtir ,·thid... Tilt out
'ITOr.. ;":;::. join"" b~' ~ .ellri.~· tlt"'en, rro ... tilt 1st
,',,,",,Ir~' nin'",n. 11Il'.'· m.,dt ,1I.. i. ,r,,~· .\.,,,.,, RODI.. 1
,n qlli XI,,'n !'h,,1e 1 o( D...J>[ ....11 coml'lrle

'HASI II

I'h" .... " btl'''''' in e"'rly (1,.,,,...... "'I,~n ,ht 1!I,h
r~,,,,,,li"n r.......i.·tJ ord"._ , .. "'"'''' .h.· .'lI""',~·r ·...11·
"cll~t;"n ,,"mp"'Il}' bad, £rolll Eo.I,,1I ami,·I.1 , ... 'he
._·...·h 1.... ,lI.." .ite. to remo,·t both tl,( 7".(oot ,,"d
~.;<l·rDOt n",il~,. bri.l:;es. "'nd 10 r.. pl",..t thrm. r""l'«_
.i .... ly . .,.ith II 6O·toot CI"•• 1: 51«1 ...i.. ::... bri,l:;-t
...nl " ::;O.{"", ''''VC".i"" rn01bri.I"...• TI, .. I.,,,,,lio,,
.n,h Its t<JIl'p"'"....."" ,II .." '" be '..,tlldr"",, b~' Ii<'''.

In .h.. i"llori", from ph", ... I. ron\i<ler"hl" in>pt(lw,
n..'" h:1,1 .....e" m",.I,· 0" !lOllt" I. "lid C00'l'.llr ... or
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"'I"'''O'~''I :lnd ..x"i.,,,,· ilS<'lf frOtll Ih .. hra.h. :II "'....
__"'~ ".~ ••adi ·ri 10 Qui :S-hotl r..ql1e~,ill' Ll.·l.'·. be
_'n, "I' II: ~., 10 ~ompl"lr Ih .. miuion.

"" d,@ "i."b. "f o.:...bo<r 9. a I.Ma" • ., .. ",~.•~~ ...... -
""'k~J Ih .. pni",..I of Ih....n.ion. Ull1p. In this
.·~d,a"",.. on.. :lua..k was kill<'d aud :I mortar .ou"d
.1~Slro~·"d O"e ,!l~'lon Iru~k. P.P"" found I"ulu'..d
d,." ,h.. ,I.ad ",a" was :I ""1""" in lhe :S-"rlh Yi.. l·
"."",.",•.\.m~· "",I also ,It:l' ,10.. ~".."'~. il1l ..od~u '0
.•na.k and d,"ro~' Ih.. brid;,'"<'S. Th.. perim...... 'ras
1'.....",p'l}" r ..,nfo).~"d ...quipm~", "'31 ,hi£l ..d. "nd 110 ..
"''''1» "'~r~ o.d.. red 10 ~I ,he B:lil..y b.id;.. "uI be·
, ..... :h.. "n"m" .ould :lHa~k 1I>@m. Tit.. "nglnnTS
"",,.k~d ",ilh :::·.im d"''''''''na,;on.•nd b~' 110.. " .. u
.·,·.."in::: Ih.. b.ldges h"d bee" pull"d :lind d,u....mbl ..d
,,,,d ,h. '0 ..·...3 or flo.. roo.brid~.. had bPen an..ho...d
m I'I:I"~, .\bon, mid"ig-hl ,h••nemy ...""k '" fo..., ..
"till h"","y morla. fi .... On .."rin.... r posluon•. Th..
b"nl.. ~oll,i"u ..d Ih,o\l",lIoUI mOIl of 110.. ni,ht with
:S-",'"l ,",,,"fi..· "nd .-\ir Fo Du"on (C·~~ l!inig-un)
1'1:1"'" joinin;; i" Ill.. d.C.ll Ca'''alti....... r.. IS ,gi.
"'~N ..·ound.d. bUI Ih....n ..my CarN! mu,,11 ..·0 B.,'
,la.,·Io",I" lit. I.nor>_ ,,''''. back on .on,..u~,ion. ,n"..
""""" ,h:ln e'·'" '0 ..omple"· lit .. job and 1:''' oit ,he
I~·a.. h.

T,.o d3)"S h" •• ,he Lel··•. 1>a,'in:: d"h'·.....d Ih ..
,'ou3tru"Uo" £0...," or ,h.. 5~11> Ballahon 10 Qui ~"bon.

'''Iurn~d 10 Ih .. bea~h for Ih .. b.id;;. ~omp.,n,.... Th.....
~ul"ll.r '·.......1. and 110 10'''' lurnaround ,,,,,, io'·oh·"d
mU,,: Ihal SOW" of Ih n';in ..~n had 10 <t.,~' "" ,h.
1><'3 ...h for ,,,'·.. ral mor.. da~"S. h ...:as lXl"ber IS w!t@t:
,h.. "'$I t.oop, :lind ,lte;. equlp",ont " ••• pu, asi'
," Qui ~l.on.

':>p ""on D"I<t; ...as .,,'.... ,\"oll,~. in an u"",.
_~.i or dif5eull e":::i",",,, "haUe".o' in \",~,,,.• '" ',ad
l~·.,,, "'ot and 0'-.....010•. \\";,h 1"'0 d.~·, r..1 and re·
"".",.. ,j". '~)"lh '~""nl"'''~' ",o"oJ n~.'l..'~.,m .,,,
.",..,h~r b.io:,;,,,:; m;uio".._...-:;~-

. ·:[;~':.:.~1 'J:
~l:!r:~' .

--_.

"0' "n ~ , ,.., " .• , '0'" Eo".... ~_r.. r , ..,. au ••• , " u,...... " ......., ._, '.10.. , ......... ..~ ~ ,••.~., ~"".N.' ,_ •••., ,.•..•~•.

It'.· I~',h had t>....n ..;,.",,, ..0.1 '0 ~"',,~,ru~. ,,····.·s. ~ll<l

."n·~" '0 ,h~ railroad br"k~ ar n"n;; "'m .",01 '0 .l~d,
,10.' lJ.i,lo;-~ C"r ,·d,i.·,,!;,. ,,~m.'.

')n O"·lo....·r Ii ,I... :~l'''l, "".1 ,h.· '-,.'.hh '·""'I'.,,,i.·~

",.".~,I .."I (,,,," 'l"i "I,,,,, 1.~.. I.·,1 ""II ~."'~ ~~~, ,,,"~

.,f .,.~·I ~".I I"",be. r"r u~~ on lI... r~ilN~d ".id~...
in ,,,I,lniun ,.. ,h.. ~'HlS1C""lio" ",~,~.i~1 in. 11,.·,. o,,"n
",i·_,.." \r~"'fl' Ilt~ 'ill· COOl ~kd 5••in"'~T$ "Ioid, "'rrr
" •• 1"";;0 , .. 1><0 rno"Nl Ih"l di01an..~ b~' ,0.,,1 Th",;e
,,,,i" r,·~~h ..d Ih .. r,,·.r 13lr Illal aft...n' " allt! "".
1",.1.·,1 Ihe ",a....;"I. r". Ih.. uilro"t! bri,I", Th •• n..",'
",..rui"o;- Ih",.,· ,,",'r·· •• hl ... ,,'i'h ,h.·•• 11::1".·"••1 ....,1
.·n,I".'· '·.hiel..... 10 "'",... a~''''''' Ih .. 1""1,,,,.,.,· brid::,· '0
I~'''''' Son :lnd on "r' nOUl~ I ,., D,· flu •. Th,·...,. 'h.~·

".·r,· j.,i"..d b~' :In .\R\·:S- w"n.i'.,· "nil r". II.. m,w.'
, ... ,h.. b".,~h.

Th. ""I;,·;.ies of Ih .. C~,·al ..~· Di"ision Y'u,h ..! Ih ..
• ,,.,.. h"d Co.....d Ih .. \'; ..l Con: and Ih .. :s-".Ih \'i .. l·,,'w,,·.... .\.n,y illlo "",ioll .."d. a' a 'MUlT. 110 .. ..,'''~ '0
,II~ I>,·""h b.id!:e-s :lnd rio .. :lr~:I "'ound 11...." ,...,,,.. n,n..h
,,,,,.e hoslil.. Ihlln h"d bff" rI, .. ",a ... in ph~•• '- Tlo ..
.•"."'y h"d be.." ,,","d,in; Ih. p'OO;-'<'SS of ~on'1C\1.li""
.. , ,h. "i.fi ..ld :lnd k".. ,,· ;i,al '" it n .." ..,1 ~o.npl~lion

'h~ .·""le.Hi"n pha~ "·a. ;",,,,inelll. T .... ,.",.",~. ""'"I.''''''' It .. ld b.,,,k o"I~' by the ,.<'r~' ~:f""l;"~ :lrlm.. r.'· fi ...
ir",,' Ih. AR\:.' .amp n~ar D. Due and f.om 'he ""'0
"'''':11 .,-"n6 hip. ",hl..h h~d ... Iurn..d ..on.."rr..ntl~'
,,1,1> ,h....n~in Inops.

Wh.·" ,he ..n::;" ......s ...,,,·j...ri ,h...i". ,10 .. ,' prepa...d
.I.·f..nsl,·" po.itions an,j .li,1 ""'h "r..parato·.y ..-ork :1$

•\.~~. <,ould.•I>or-< of pullinI:' ,he b.idg... oUI. As in
1'1",... I. th.. k ..~· 10 ,h.. limi"s of 110 .. n,is&ion "'15 Ih ..
~,.,il"bilil~· of" ~hip I" I:lk. th.. n...n :Inri .quipn,..nt
",I" ,h. bea~h.

)1<':In",hil ... :I II::ht ; 1.6;;0-10'" LST pull..d i" \0
,r, .. ."ml' :1\ Qui :S-I>"" <In ("'Iober S 10 lake 0" Ih..
.. ·...1 ."'n~.... f". ,h. -I>Orl b.,do;-... Th~ 11....1 had
h.~." In:ad.d on " ;;·1"" !raNor ...ilh :I tnilin" doll~·.

It ,,-as inl<'u,l ..d ,hal 110 .. ri:: b.- b"..kt'd illlo th......Il
"I' ,II.. LST. bu. ,h••Iup<' <Ii: Ih ,mp ",:I••ueh ,hal
,I". "ould nor be ri""... Th~ 1 h:ld 10 be unlt."d ..d
"uti ,,·ineh..d onlo Ih .. ,,·.11 ri""k. Thi, requir ..d Ihal
,h.' <1,...1 be ,1 •.,,,:;-..d,,If b~- b"ll.lou. :I, ,h.. I><'ad•. Th..
L<:T d..paru,1 Qui :S-ho" ""tI. on 'h.. mo."i" .. of Ih..
··,h. ,,'15 OIl 'h. I~·.,.·h 'll". S..·••al """mp,s "'.....
",,,de '0 land n.ar li,.. ,.""", bU' .hlf,i,,;:- sa"d had
"",<1.. Ih.. "'al .. r 1<'0 ,h.,II"w. Finall~·. II. .. LST was
"hi" '0 ll"..1 n.."r II,,, .hor~ ...,....al In,,,,1 ...,! m..I...
_·,nh "C ,h.. hrid"..· 'il<' "h,·r. 110.· ...•..1 "':1••I''',;,".ed
"r. by bulldoz.... WIo.." n bf.r"we ob,·iou. Ih .. LST
" .. "Id nor 1x" ahl.. I,' I.,k,· "" Ih.. h ..a'·~· ...'n'1rUN;OIl

7.,.1_, I."•• 1..4., .... 1.... 0 •••


